
RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS 
 

OKANOGAN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 

December 5, 2016 
 

  9:00 AM Review Consent Agenda 

  9:30 AM Briefing Among Commissioners 

  9:55 AM Public Hearing Supplemental Appropriation -Medical Reserve 

10:00 AM Public Hearing Supplemental Appropriation – Current Expense 

10:10 AM Public Hearing Supplemental Appropriation- Current Expense Elections 

10:20 AM Public Hearing Supplemental Appropriation – Treasurers O&M 

10:25 AM Public Hearing Supplemental Appropriation-Public Works 

10:30 AM Public Hearing Consider Adoption of the 2017 County Budget 

  1:30 PM Update Planning-Perry Huston 

  4:00 PM Discussion-Building Official – Contract –Dan Higbee 

  4:15 PM Discussion Employee Evaluations-Commissioners 

  4:55 PM Consent Agenda 

  5:00 PM Review Meeting Minutes and Approve 

 

The Okanogan County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on December 5, 

2016, with Commissioner Jim DeTro, Commissioner Ray Campbell, Commissioner 

Sheilah Kennedy, and Laleña Johns, Clerk of the Board present. 

 

George Thornton, member of the public, taking notes by hand.  

 

Commissioners convened at 9:00 a.m. 

 

Review Consent Agenda 

 

Briefing Among Commissioners 

A marijuana operations permit for extraction operation is being processed and Director Huston 

stated the board may get some calls regarding this. A public hearing would be set around 

January but would not be in front of the BOCC. The Malott improvement club is the location that 

has been purchased and a CUP is being applied for.  

 

Public Hearing Supplemental Appropriation -Medical Reserve 

George Thornton member of the public  
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Commissioner DeTro opened the hearing up for staff, seeing no staff, he closed the hearing to 

staff and opened up for public comment, seeing no one who wished to comment he closed 

public comment and opened up for commissioner discussion. 

 

Mr. Thornton asked what the supplemental was for. Commissioner DeTro explained our medical 

reserve accumulation was for good medical experience and that the program ended in 2014. It is 

time to do something with the funds by putting some back into current expense and providing the 

nonunion employees a raise who have not had one where the Union employees have. 

Commissioner Kennedy stated funds not used for the raises will be part of the current expense 

carry over into 2017. 

 

Commissioner DeTro closed public comment and opened up to commissioner discussion. 

Commissioner Kennedy stated the county did not have to utilize or raise taxes in 2014 due to the 

fire, and again in 2015 the county again did not have to raise taxes and these funds were not 

necessary for the emergency. The union employees have received raises.  

 

Motion Resolution 123-2016 Supplemental Appropriation Medical Reserve/CE 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to approve resolution 123-2016 a supplemental appropriation to 

Current Expense from Medical Reserve in the amount of $305,000. Motion was seconded all 

were in favor motion carried.  

 

Andy Hover, commissioner elect, arrived at 10:10 AM. 

 

Public Hearing Supplemental Appropriation – Current Expense 

Commissioner opened the hearing up to public, seeing no one wished to comment he closed 

public comment and opened to commissioner discussion. 

 

Motion Resolution 124-2016 Supplemental Appropriation – Current Expense 

Commissioner Campbell moved to approve 124-2016 a supplemental appropriation to Current 

Expense in the amount of $352,435 to provide additional budget to carry out necessary functions 

of the count for the rest of the year. Motion was seconded all were in favor, motion carried.  

 

Public Hearing Supplemental Appropriation- Current Expense Elections 

Commissioner opened the hearing up to public, seeing no one wished to comment he closed 

public comment and opened to commissioner discussion. 

 

Motion Resolution 125-2016 Supplemental Appropriation CE Elections 

Commissioner Campbell moved to approve resolution 125-2016 a supplemental appropriation 

within Current Expense Elections fund in the amount of $11,320. Motion was seconded all were 

in favor, motion carried. 
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Public Hearing Supplemental Appropriation – Treasurers O&M 

Commissioner DeTro opened the hearing up to public comment. Hearing none he closed to 

public and opened to commissioner discussion. 

 

Mr. Thornton asked what the funds were to be used for. Commissioner DeTro explained often at 

the end of the year the county must transfer funds from one place to another due 

 

Motion Resolution 126-2016 Supplemental Appropriation Treasurers O&M 

Commissioner Campbell moved to approve resolution 126-2016 a supplemental appropriation to 

the Treasurers O&M fund in the amount of $14,000. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, 

motion carried.  

 

Public Hearing Supplemental Appropriation-Public Works 

Commissioner DeTro opened the hearing up to public comment. Hearing none he closed to 

public and opened to commissioner discussion. 

 

Motion Resolution 127-2016 Supplemental Appropriation Public Works Fund 102 

Commissioner Campbell moved to approve resolution 127-2016 a supplemental appropriation 

within Public Works road fund 102 in the amount of $370,000 to be used for contractor services. 

Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  

 

Public Hearing Consider Adoption of the 2017 Preliminary County Budget 

Commissioner DeTro opened the Public hearing up to public comment. The board has 

considered its preliminary budget in accordance with RCW 36.40.040. Seeing no one to 

comment he closed to public comment and opened to commissioner discussion. The board has 

considered its preliminary budget and Commissioner Kennedy stated we are still out 

approximately $770,000 from balancing a 2017 budget and need additional time.  

 

Motion-Continued Public Hearing to Adopt 2017 County Wide Budget 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to continue the budget hearing to Tuesday, December 27, 2016 

at 4:00 PM. Motion was seconded all were in favor, motion carried.  

 

Update Planning-Perry Huston 

Josh Thomson, Verlene Hughes, Perry Huston, Dan Higbee, George Thornton public, Andy 

Hover public 

 

Engineer Thomson went through the road map and roads the board are reconciling with the 

county 1955 map.  The board reviewed a resolution giving notice of the county’s intent to vacate 

certain roads located in Okanogan County, directing the County Engineer to prepare a report, and setting 

a public hearing.  
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Commissioner Campbell believed that the resolution should indicate the roads being reconciled 

that were not previously vacated under the proper process so that the resolution provides a 

consistent picture of the discrepancies and reconciliations. Many of the differences or issues are 

on roads vacated on public lands, and most on private property have been properly vacated.  

 

Motion Resolution 128-2016 Giving Notice of Intent to Vacate & Directing Engineer 

Commissioner Campbell moved to approve resolution 128-2016 directing the Engineer to report 

on the vacation of certain roads. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  

 

Motion Resolution 129-2016 Ordering Corrections to the Road Log 

Commissioner Campbell moved to approve resolution 129-2016 ordering corrections to the 

current road log. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  

 

Commissioners would like the Building Department to keep all records showing the dip in 

construction. There are many who are preparing for the spring and would like to know how this 

will affect them. Director Huston stated everyone is still sorting through this thing to try and 

understand how the state will address this. There have been many who are understanding in 

that a process has been provided instead of allowing the black could to continue. People are just 

trying to figure out what the Supreme Court has done to them. There are many impacts to this 

court decision. Director Huston stated all the well logs in DOE were mapped throughout the 

county and those numbers are getting freshened up. He can show water rights that went to 

instream flows. He is putting together the readings from the gages to show a history of high low. 

This will help with future decisions in terms of legal water and illegal water. Commissioner 

Campbell stated due to no fires this year so the instream flows should show increases. He would 

imagine that would be the case.  

 

Ordinance 2016-5 

Planning Department Budget 

CCT Interlocal- Final Draft 

 

Commissioner Kennedy asked about the second agreement if it removes the first agreement. 

Director Huston stated the first agreement has morphed from what we currently do. This second 

agreement is actually adopting what we currently do.  

 

Voucher Certification – Tonasket EMS District 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to adjourn as the BOCC and reconvene as the Tonasket EMS 

District. Motion was seconded all were in favor motion carried.  

 

Commissioner Campbell moved to approve the Tonasket EMS vouchers in the amount 

of $708.36. Motion was seconded and carried. 
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Commissioner Kennedy moved to adjourn as the Tonasket EMS District and re-convene as 

the Board of County Commissioners.  Motion was seconded and carried. 

 

Motion Second Intergovernmental Land Use Planning Agreement CCT & Okanogan County 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to approve the Second Interlocal agreement amendment with 

Colville Confederated Tribes for land use process. Motion was seconded all were in favor, 

motion carried.  

 

Director Huston will get Life Line back in to discuss how certain remedial issues are handled. 

The ambulances are running but the building is a big concern. He will make it happen as quickly 

as he can.  

 

Motion Adjourn as BOCC 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to adjourn as the BOCC and reconvene as the Tonasket EMS 

District. Motion was seconded all were in favor, motion carried. 

 

Motion Adjourn as Tonasket EMS  

Commissioners adjourned as the Tonasket EMS and reconvened as the Board of Trustees of 

the Board of Volunteer Fire Fighters.  Motion was seconded all were in favor, motion carried.  

 

Director Huston explained two claims before them that needs be approved. Commissioner 

Kennedy asked whether the Human Resources should be the clerk since she is involved on an 

HR level.  

 

Commissioner Campbell moved to approve the Tonasket EMS District EMT claims in the 

amount of $1271 for Burks and $284.08 Kilpatrick.  

 

The Jail ceiling funding supplemental appropriation has been scheduled for December 19. 

Director Huston will continue to work to get the architect designs.  

 

Fair grounds 

Debi Hilts  

 

Ms. Hilts explained in terms of the Temporary help at the fairgrounds that there was no 

retirement laws preventing him from working a certain number of hours, but our personnel 

manual does state 6 months as the temporary length of time maximum. Commissioners 

discussed appointing Larry Campbell for the interim to take care of the fairgrounds. Director 

Huston stated the paperwork would be fine staying in his office but the more difficult task is 

going down there and taking care of rentals and the maintaining the grounds would be more 
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difficult for his staff. Ms. Hilts stated an agreement would be appropriate for filling the interim 

position. 

 

Ms. Hilts will provide the interim agreement to offer the interim fair manager to Mr. Campbell in 

order to provide staff at the grounds for rentals etc… which will provide time for staff to go 

through our hiring process for a permanent hire.  

 

A refined agreement with Cortner is in motion for the grandstand work project. The Annex and 

Agriplex heating is working well. The pilot lights and pump will be left on in the Agriplex to keep 

the water circulating in the floor so nothing should freeze. He will keep an eye on it.   

 

Discussion-Building Official – Contract –Dan Higbee 

Mr. Higbee stated his contract is about termed and he wondered if the board would be offering 

him another contract. Commissioners explained that employee evaluations would also include 

renewals of the employment contracts.  

 

Discussion Employee Evaluations-Commissioners 

Human resources will schedule evaluations.  

 

Consent Agenda 

 

Review Meeting Minutes and Approve 

 

Commissioners adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 

 


